ARTIC T s

oNes o A=

NCARAGUA REBELS
REPORTED T0 RAIS
0P T0 25 MILLION

FORCES‘ GROWING RAPIDLY

Guerrillas Get Advanced Arms
and Are Said to Pose Real
Threat to Sandinistas

By SHIRLEY CHRISTIAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 12 — Rebels
fighting the Sandinista Government of
Nicaragua have received as much as
$25 million in donations from private
individuals in the United States and for-
eign sources, according to a retired
general and Administration officials
who work with the insurgents.

They said the anti-Sandinista move-
ment was growing rapidly, adding ad-
vanced weapons and struggling for
greater unity.

The guerrillas, widely known by the
name contras, now pose a real threat to
the Nicaraguan Government, United
States officials and rebel leaders as-
sert.

“The end is not in sight, but it is
much, much closer.” said a high-rank-
ing Administration official who works
closely with the Nicaraguan exile
groups. ‘““This is not going to take 10
years,’’

$27 Million Voted by Congress

The money from private sources is in
addition to $27 million in nonmilitary
aid to the rebels recently voted by Con-
gress.

Inadeqliate training and the low
educational and skill level of the
largely peasant guerrilla force are of
major concern to the guerrilla leaders
and to United States officials who
monitor their performance.

Maj. Gen. John K. Singlaub, a retired
officer who plays a key role in advising
and raising money for the rebels, said
he would like the Nicaraguan Demo-
cratic Force, the largest rebel group, to
be able to use more former members of
the Nicaraguan National Guard. The
number of former guardsmen is now
kept at a minimum by the civiltan lead-
ership because of fear of international
criticism of their connections to the
previous regime of Anastasio Somoza
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tas in Nicaragua than Sandinistas.”
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estimated that the total was possibily as
much as $25 million.

Mr. Calero, who is pointed to as the
key person in the fund-raising effort,
particularly the foreign contacts for
weapons, estimated the total at $15 mil-
lion, but he said it was impossible to be
certain because so many contributions
were “in kind”’ and he often did not
have a clear appraisal of the value. He
said he expected to continue to use this
source for because the $27

weaponry
million authorized by Congress is for
nonmilitary

use, such as food and

group.
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founded the United States Council for manufacture.
World Freedom, which provides assist-
ance to the Nicaraguan rebels and
seven other anti-Communist resistance
groups.

The general said in an interview in
Dallas that all of his fund-raising ef-
forts in the United States had been fo-
cused at obtaining contributions for hu-

craft. He said that in addition to plane-
loads of medicine and reiated A
the council had bought a medical
evacuation helicopter for the rebels
and also a short-takeoff-and-landing
aircraft lmownmu a Heliocourier.

He said were t to
buy small outboard moter Eoams o wee
on the Coco River and other water.
ways. All, he said, will be for
purposes, not for attack. He said contri-
butions by Americans to the Phoenix-

A large number of other American
organizations have actively raised
money and collected goods for the
Nicaraguan rebels in the last year, at
least some of which also have tax-de-
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